Local Firearms Ordinances, Laws and Regulations

Thefollowing countiesand cities have regul ations concerning the use and trangportation of firearms. The number or numbersfollow-
ing that county nameindicate theregulations|listed below for that particular county. In addition, certain counties have ordinancesother than
thoselisted, primarily pertaining to possession of firearmsnear parks or schools, hunting or discharging firearmsnear popul ated aress, resi-
dences, or buildingsand agelimitationsfor possession of loaded firearmson public roads. If alocality isnot listed, statefirearmsrestrictions

apply (seeLegd Useof Fireermsand Archery Equipment).

Accomack 43 Fairfax 2,25,45

Albemarle 16,54 Fauquier 14,18,22, 36

Amherst 18 37,54

Arlington 59 Floyd 18

Buckingham 12, 60 Franklin 26

Cardline 6,17 GateCity 55

Campbdl 11,22 Gloucester 14

CharlesCity 17,51 Goochland 2,9, 17,23

Chesapeake 29, 30, 46 Greensville 15,21, 22

Chesterfidd 7,14, 22, Halifax 2,33, 38,61
37,54,70 Hampton (city) 31,45

Clarke 25,54 Hanover 7,20, 46,53

Culpeper 18,22,54 Ideof Wight 8,12, 35

Cumberland 5,17,27,74 James City 40,54

Danville 54 King George 6,17, 22, 26, 54

Dinwiddie 12, 13,42 Kingand Queen 39, 42

Essex 7,42,49 KingWilliam 10, 17, 18, 28

1. Nodischarge of firearmsexcept on approved ranges.
2. Norifleslarger than .22 for hunting.

3. Unlawful to hunt with amuzzlel oading shotgun loaded with
dugsor sabot dugs.

4. Norifleslarger than .22 for hunting except groundhogs.
5. Lawful to hunt groundhogswithriflesof acaliber larger than
.22 rimfire during the season between March 1 and August 31.

6. Norifleslarger than .22 for hunting except groundhogsoutside
of the regular hunting season.

7. Noriflesfor deer hunting.
8. Noriflesfor biggamehunting.
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Lancaster 6,12, 26 Prince George 7,9, 32,42

Loudoun 22, 54, 62, 63, PrinceWilliam 2,12, 18
64, 65 Rappahannock 18

Louisa 4,9,17,27 Richmond 6, 7, 66, 67

Lunenburg 17 Richmond (city) 54

Madison 22, 25,54 Roanoke 25, 54

Mecklenburg 27 Southampton 3,8, 19,41, 42

Middlesex 26 Stafford 18, 54

Nelson 22 Suffolk 44,52

New Kent 8,12, 25,54 Surry 7,53,54

Newport News 1 Sussex 7,48, 73

Northampton 7,53 VirginiaBeach 2,7, 18,54,

Northumberland 17, 26, 42, 54 56, 57,58

Orange 18, 22,34 Warren 54

Petersburg 54 Westmoreland 24, 50

Pittsylvania 26 Williamsburg 1, 54

Poguoson (city) 68, 69, 71, 72 York 46,47

No hunting with shotguns|oaded with dugs.
No hunting of big gamewith shotgunsloaded with slugs.

It shall be unlawful to hunt with afirearm on or within theditch
lineof any primary or secondary highway.

Itislawful to use muzzleloading riflesfor gameanimasinthe
regular hunting season.

Itislawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading riflesonly from
standselevated 10 feet.

Itisunlawful to hunt from theroad with firearms.

Itisunlawful to hunt with firearmsfrom theroad and within
10 feet of theditch bank

Itisunlawful to hunt within 50 feet of theroad.
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Muzzlel oading rifles are permitted during any authorized deer
season wherefirearmsare permitted.

Itisunlawful to hunt with afirearmwithin 100 yds. of aroad.

Itisunlawful totransport, possessor carry aloadedrifleinany
vehiclewhile ontheroad from October 1 through February 15.

It shall beunlawful to discharge or shoot any firearm or other
weaponinor along any publicroad or street or within 100
yardsthereof or within 100 yards of any building occupied or
used asadwelling or placewherethe public gathers, not his
own dwelling or residence.

Itisunlawful totransport or possessaloaded shotgun or
loaded rifle on the road from October 1 through Feb. 15.

Itisunlawful to possessaloaded firearm on the road except
when permission to hunt is obtained from landownerson each
sde.

Itisunlawful totransport or possess|oaded shotgun or loaded
rifle on theroad from sundown to sunrise.

Noriflesover .22 cdiber for hunting except for groundhogs
between March 1 and August 31.

No hunting with firearms of game speciesfromwithin 100
yds. of aroad.

No hunting with firearms of any game animal from theroad
right of way.

No hunting with firearmsfrom theroad including ditch to
ditch.

No hunting with ariflelarger than .22 cdiber or shotgun dugs
during the deer season.

When 100 yds. from aroad and elevated from astand 15ft.
aboveground ariflemay beused to hunt big game east of the
Disma Swampline.

Itisunlawful to carry aloaded firearm ontheroad or onthe
right-of-way.

All hunting withinthe City of Hamptonis prohibited, with the
exception of shotgun hunting from alicensed blind. No shot
larger than 00 buckshot may be used, and no shot shdl bedis-
charged landward within 500 feet of the shoreline.

Itislawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading riflesonly from
standselevated at least 10 feet abovetheground; however, this
requirement shall be expressly inapplicableto all legally hand-

icapped persons.

The use of amuzzle oading rifle shall be permitted during the
early muzzlel oading season and during the entireregular
firearm season for deer hunting.

Itisunlawful totrangport or possessaloaded shotgun or riflein
avehicleonaroad during open deer season.

It shall beunlawful to possessoutside of avehicle, or shoot or
hunt with arifle, muzzlel oader, pistol, or shotgun loaded with
slugs, or to possess shotgun dugs on Ragged Iand Wildlife
Management Areain|deof Wight County. In addition, it shall
be unlawful to discharge any firearmwithin 100 yardsof the
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boardwalk or naturetrail on Ragged Idland Wildlife Manage-
mentArea.

Itisunlawful to dischargeafirearm fromor acrossany sde-
walk, highway or on publicland.

Itisunlawful for minorsto carry firearmson public highways
or publiclandsunless accompanied by certain adults.

It shall beunlawful to use any ammunition larger than .22 rim-
firewhile hunting, except riflesup to .25 may be used to hunt
groundhogsfrom March 1 to September 1 withwritten permis-
sionfromthelandowner.

It shall belawful to usemuzzleloading riflesfor deer and squir-
relsduring theregular seasons.

It shall beunlawful to dischargeariflelarger than .22 caliber, a
muzzlel oader larger than .36 caliber, or ashotgun loaded with
sugsexcept from stands el evated at least 10 feet abovethe
ground, except for groundhogsin certain areas between

March 1 and September 1.

It shall beunlawful to hunt withamuzzleloading rifle a any-
time.

It shall beunlawful to usearifle of acaliber larger than .22 rim-
fireexcept that groundhogs may be hunted with arifle of acal-
iber larger than .22 rimfire between March 1 and August 31.

It shall beunlawful to hunt with afirearm on or within 50 feet
of the center of any primary and secondary highway.

East of the Dismal Swamp Line (see page 9 for definition of
line) Rifles, including muzzleloadingrifles, are permitted for
big game hunting when used from standselevated 15 feet
abovetheground (except legally handicapped huntersare
exempt from tree stand requirements); no specia early or late
muzzlel oader seasonsin effect.

West of the Dismal Swamp Line (see page 9for definition of
line) Noriflesfor big game hunting. However, when hunting
from astand 10 feet abovethe ground (except legally handi-
capped huntersare exempt from tree stand requirements) muz-
Zleloading riflesarelawful for game speciesduring al open
seasons, including special muzzle-loading deer seasons.

All rifles, pistols, or shotgunsloaded with dugs prohibited for
any hunting.

Discharging firearmsor air-operated or gas-operated weapons
prohibited within certain areas: check local county/city ordi-
nances.

No discharge of rifleslarger than .22 except on approved
ranges.

Muzzlel oading rifles permitted during the special muzzlel oad-
ing season.

Muzzlel oading rifles are permitted during any authorized

firearms season for the hunting of game animalsexcept for the
hunting of turkeysduring the spring gobbl er season.

It shall beunlawful for any person to hunt inthe county witha
shotgun loaded with dugsor amuzzlel oading rifle other than
during the prescribed open season for the hunting of big game

Species.
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It shall belawful to hunt deer with arifle of acaliber larger than
.22 rimfireduring the general firearms deer season provided
that any such non-muzzlel oading rifle may be used only froma
height of 10feet or morefromtheground.

It shall be unlawful to dischargeafirearmor air gunof .177
cdiber or larger within any densely populated ares; within 100
yardsfrom any structure or within 100 yardsfromany public
street, secondary road or highway within thecity, except ona
permitted firing range or at or upon the property of another
without permission.

Itislawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading rifles.

Itisunlawful totransport, possess, or carry aloadedrifleor
shotgunin any vehicleon any public street, road or highway.

It shall beunlawful for any personinthetown, except aduly
authorized officer in the course of hisduty, tofireor discharge
any gun, pistol or other firearmsof any kind.

No discharge of firearmsacrassor within 150 yards of any
building, dwelling, street, sidewalk, dley, roadway, public
land, or public place.

No discharge of firearmsnorth or west of alinefromthe
Chesapeake-VirginiaBeach boundary; thence northwardly
along North Landing Road; thence eastwardly along Indian
River Road; thence northeastwardly along New Bridge Road;
thence eastwardly along Sandbridge Road to theAtlantic
Ocean, or acrossany land north of False Cape Park and east of
ShippsBay and Point Creek. No discharge of rifleslarger than
.22 south of thislineexcept muzzlel oading riflesmay be used
to hunt deer during thefirearms deer season.

Shotgunsfiring pelletslawful on certain agricultura lands of
fifty contiguousacresor more, and on certain lands south of a
linefrom the Chesapeske-Virginia Beach boundary, thence
northeastwardly along Elbow Road; thence southeastwardly
along Salem Road; thence northeastwardly aong North Land-
stown Road; thence southeastwardly along PrincessAnne
Road; thence eastwardly along Sandbridge Road tothe
Atlantic Ocean. The property must be permitted by the City
Manager for thispurpose.

It shall beunlawful for any person to discharge or shoot off a
firearminthe county. It shall beunlawful for any persontodis-
chargeor shoot or throw any dangerous missilesby mechani-
cal, explosive, air-or gas-propelled means, or smilar method
or deviceonto or acrossany public sidewalk, path, or roadway,
at any public structure or building, or at or onto the property of
another. Itisunlawful for any person to shoot acompound
bow, crosshow, longbow, or recurve bow at or upon the proper-
ty of another without permission. It shal beunlawful todis-
chargeaprojectilefromany of the af orementioned bowswith-
in 100 yardsof any public road, public building or structure,
privateresidenceor structure, or property of another. Nothing
inthisordinance shall be construed to prohibit the use of
firearmsor other instruments or missilesor compound bows,
crossbows, longbows, or recurve bowsinlawful self defense
orinthelawful defenseof property, or to prohibit the use of
firearmsor other missiles or compound bows, crosshows,
longbows, or recurve bowsin supervised sport, recrestion, or
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training conducted on safety-inspected and approved ranges
and courses, provided the sameisnot contrary to existing law.

Itislawful to hunt deer withriflesfrom standselevated at | east
10feet abovetheground during theregular hunting season.

Itisunlawful to hunt or attempt to hunt on aprimary or second-
ary state maintai ned highway, and within the sideditches of
such highways.

Discharging firearmsis prohibited within certain areas (check
loca county ordinancefor areadescription), except deer hunt-
ingispermitted with handguns, shotguns, or muzzlel oading
riflesusing asingleprojectileand all other huntingisallowed
withriflesof .22 caliber rimfireor less, handguns, shotguns,
and muzzlel oading riflesusing singleor multiple projectiles.

Thedischarge of firearmsisprohibited within 50 yardsof a
highway inthe primary or secondary system of stateroads.

Dischargeof firearmsisprohibited within 100 yards of any
public park or school.

Dischargeof firearmsisprohibited within 100 yardsof abuild-
ing with acurrent occupancy permit unlessthe owner or
authorized agent has given permission.

Muzzlel oadersshdl belegal firearmsduring any firearms sea
son.

Shotgun dugsshall be permitted for deer hunting.

It shall beunlawful for any person to transport, possessor carry
aloaded shotgun, rifle, pistol, or firearm of any natureinany
vehicleor on hisperson over, dong or on any public street,
road or highway inthecity.

It shall beunlawful for any personto dischargeanair gun,
spring gun or firearm from, along, acrossor toward, or within
300yardsof any paved public street, highway or road or any
buildinginthecity.

It shall belawful to hunt game specieswith amuzzleloading
rifle during the prescribed open seasons.

Thedischargeor use of arifle, except for a.22 caliber rimfire
isprohibited withinthecity limits.

The use of muzzlel oading riflesduring the prescribed open
seasonsfor the hunting of game speciesispermittedin thecity;
provided, however, that the use of such muzzleloading rifle
shall beonly fromastand located at |east 10 feet abovethe
ground.

Noriflesfor turkey hunting.

Unlawful to hunt deer during theregular hunting seasonwith a
riflecof .23 caliber or larger either on publiclandsor inthearea
of the County bordered to the north by the James River, tothe
west by Route 602 from the WillisRiver, and to the south by
Route 45 and Route 684 to the County line (generally known
asCartersvilleHistoric Digtrict); except fromatreestand ele-
vated at least 10 feet abovethe ground. It shall belawful to
hunt with amuzzlél oading riflefrom the ground or

from atree stand elevated to any height.
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